The Military Directory (1923 Directory ( -1925 Very few shed tears for the collapse of the Restoration. To be sure, most of those benefiting from the political system, the elites of the Conservative and the Liberal parties, opposed the Dictatorship. But the very oligarchic nature of the political system meant the Liberal and the Conservative parties had virtually no rank and file to mobilize in defence of the constitutional regime. Social Catholics, Carlists, Catholic Integrists, Mauristas, and the Catalan regionalists of the Lliga all welcomed the coup. Even liberal intellectuals and newspapers, like El Sol, declared their support for the 'regenerationist dictatorship', on the understanding that Primo was to leave power in three months' time, as he had initially promised. Employers' associations, professionals' organizations, the Catholic Church and the different sections of the armed forces also showed their backing of Primo's insurrection. The fact that the peseta and the Spanish companies went up in the stock market immediately after the coup is telling of the con- From the very first moment Primo seized power, the dictator was fully aware of the need to maintain a steady communication with public opinion. If the regime was to survive without a parliament it would need some sort of support from the masses. This backing was sought via political propaganda and popular mobilization following Mussolini's example in Italy.
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In the field of propaganda, the Marquess of Estella initially sought to transmit his ideas and governing plans through press conferences, articles he wrote for friendly newspapers and 'official notes' (notas oficiosas). Given as often as twice per week, these press communiqués were declared of mandatory inclusion in all newspapers and represented the monologue that the dictator would maintain with the public for the entire Dictatorship.
As the regime was consolidated and Primo made it clear that he was to stay in power after the first three months of the Dictatorship had passed, the propaganda machinery improved. The dictator's speeches and notes were collected in diverse books and leaflets, the Oficina de Información y Censura was created to co-ordinate the regime line information both in Spain and abroad. The government also paid foreign newspapers to ensure
